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Public Notice of the Town of Youngtown, Arizona
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Youngtown, Arizona will hold elections as follows:

Primary Election:  Tuesday, August 2, 2022
General Election:  Tuesday, November 8, 2022 (If Applicable)

Offi ces to be fi lled:   Three Council Seats (4-year term)
    One Council Seat (2-year term)
    One Mayoral Seat (4-year term)

Candidate Packets with Petitions are Available Now.

Candidate Packet Filing Deadline: Nomination papers, fi nancial disclosure statements, 
affi davit of qualifi cations and nomination petitions are due no later than Monday, April 4, 
2022 5:00 p.m. Candidate packets need to be fi led at the Town Clerk’s Offi ce – 12030 North 
Clubhouse Square, Youngtown, AZ 85363.

Voter Registration Deadline for the Primary Election: Tuesday, July 5, 2022

For further information or to set up an appointment for a Candidate’s Packet, please call the 
Town Clerk Nicole Smart at (623) 933-8286.
 
*A candidate receiving a majority of all votes cast at the Primary Election will be declared elected without 
running at the General Election if requirements are met under A.R.S. § 9-821.01 and A.R.S. § 16-645.

CALL OF ELECTION
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Charles Vickers
Vice Mayor

Margaret Chittenden
Councilmember

Karen Haney Duncan
Councilmember

Susan Hout
Councilmember

June Miller
Councilmember

TOWN OF YOUNGTOWN
12030 North Clubhouse Square, Youngtown, AZ 85363

Mayor and Council: 623-933-8286 • Town Administration: 623-933-8286 
Building Inspector: 623-933-8286 • Library: 623-974-3401 • Municipal Court: 623-972-8226 

Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Non-emergency: 602-876-1011 • Emergency: 9-1-1 
Town Administrative Offi  ce hours Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. • www.youngtownaz.org

Michael LaVault
Mayor

From the Mayor…

What’s 
For Lunch?

This is a lightly edited reprint of a column fi rst published in 
the Youngtown Village Reporter in September 2011…

Michael Francis
Councilmember

W hat is a 
community 
and why 

do we, as a people, come 
together to form one?

Community is defi ned 
by Merriam-Webster as:

• A unifi ed body of 
individuals

• The people with 
common interests living 
in a particular area

• An interacting 
population of various 
kinds of individuals

• A group of people 
with a common 
characteristic or interest 
living together

Benjamin Franklin 
once said: “Democracy 
is two wolves and a 
lamb voting on what to 
have for lunch; liberty 
is a well armed lamb 
contesting the vote.” I 
think Ben Franklin was 
referring as much to 
arming yourself with 
information and control 
as he was to arming you 
with weapons.

In an era when so 
much of what happens 
in our lives is beyond 
our control, when we 
often feel like that lamb 
about to be devoured by 
faceless bureaucrats in 
Phoenix or Washington 
D.C., the concept of 
having some local control 
over important aspects 

of our lives has a real, 
almost palpable, value. 
That is the essential 
reason we come together 
as communities: to 
maintain and exert 
some local control over 
important aspects of our 
lives.

This value is enhanced, 
I believe, for those of 
us who have chosen to 
live in small towns and 
cities across America. 
Local government, 

especially in the smaller 
municipalities, tends to 
be the most transparent 
level of government 
and affords the best and 
greatest opportunity for 
citizens to get involved 
and actually have an 
impact on policies which 
will profoundly affect 
their lives. 

It is in that spirit 
of community which 
we-your Mayor, Town 
Council and staff-will 

continue reaching out 
to you for your thoughts 
and opinions on the 
future of Youngtown. 
We will continue to seek 
your input regarding 
the essential nature of 
Town services--what 
they should be, how they 
should be delivered and 
how they should be paid 
for.  We will continue to 
facilitate an on-going 
dialogue with you, the 
citizens of Youngtown.

It is liberty-- the ability 
to be that well informed 
and in control lamb in Ben 
Franklin’s quote--which 
is the foundation of 
government in America. 
It is best exemplifi ed in 
small towns and cities 
and often takes hard 
work and a fi ghting 
spirit to maintain, but it 
is so worthy of the price 
it demands.
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Hoarding and Fire

I recently was dispatched 
to investigate a fi re in Sun 
City which was diffi cult 

to determine the cause and 
origin of the fi re because of 
the amount of material that 
was in the home. In addition, 
there were many cats in the 
home which had not been 
constantly cared for. There 
is a term for individuals who 
have a condition that makes 
it diffi cult for them to discard 
items that are no longer of use. 
The term is called Hoarding.

Hoarding is a condition 
where a person has persistent 
diffi culty discarding personal 
possessions. The large amount 
of possessions fi lls the home 
and prevents the normal use 
of the space. Living space 
becomes cluttered. It may be 
unusable. Hoarding brings 
distress and emotional health 
concerns. Hoarding can also 
cause infestation of unwanted 
guests such as bugs and 
vermin.

Hoarding conditions can 
pose additional or increased 
risk of fi re.

• Cooking is unsafe if 
fl ammable items are too close 
to the stove or oven.

• Heating units (including 
water heaters) may be too 
close to things that can burn. 
They might also be placed on 
unstable surfaces. If a heater 
tips over into a pile, it can 
cause a fi re.

• Electrical wiring may be 
old or worn from the weight 
of piles of items. Pests could 
chew on electrical wires. 
Damaged electrical wires can 
start fi res.

• Open fl ames from smoking 
materials or candles in a home 
with excess clutter are very 

dangerous.
• Blocked pathways and 

exits may hinder escape from a 
fi re, or make it diffi cult for the 
occupant to navigate through 
the home, causing them to fall 
or injure themselves.

How Hoarding Impacts 
First Responders

• Hoarding puts fi rst 
responders in harm’s way. 
Imagine a home fi lled with 
smoke, so the fi refi ghter tries 
to stay low, but cannot get 
through because of the clutter. 
With the Turn-out gear and air 
supply, the fi refi ghter needs 
room to move around.

• Firefi ghters cannot move 
swiftly through a home fi lled 
with clutter.

• Responders can be trapped 
in a home when exits are 
blocked. They can be injured 
by objects falling from piles.

• The weight of the stored 
items, especially if water is 
added to put out a fi re, can 
lead to building collapse.

• Fighting fi res is very risky 
in a hoarding home.

• The condition makes it 
more diffi cult to enter the 
home to provide medical care 
or to remove the patient for 
medical transport.

• The clutter impedes the 
search and rescue of people 
and pets.

• The condition complicates 
the job of the Fire Investigator 
to determine the cause of the 
fi re.

How Can You Help Reduce 
the Risk of Fire Injury

• When talking with a 
person who hoards, focus on 
safety rather than the clutter. 
Be empathetic. Match the 
person’s language. If they call 
it hoarding, then you can call 
it hoarding.

• Help the residents make a 
home safety and escape plan. 

Stress the importance of clear
pathways and exits. Practice 
the plan often. Exit routes 
may change as new items are 
brought into the home.

• Install working smoke 
alarms in the home. Test them 
at least once a month.

• Reach out to community 
resources. Talk to members of 
the fi re department to alert
them of your concerns. They
may be able to connect you
with members of a hoarding 
task force for additional help.

• The contact for the 
regional Hoarding Task Force 
is: azhoarding@gmail.com

By: Jim Fox
Fire Marshal 

Sun City Fire District



We are excited to announce that the Library is 
now open to the public again!  We are still offering 
curbside service for anyone who wants it. 

Some April celebrations include:
April 12th – National Library Worker’s Day 
Thank you to all of our staff and volunteers for your 
dedication to the Library!
April 17th – Easter 
April 29th – International Dance Day

STORY TIME 
is on hold for the time being.  Because social 
distancing isn’t possible in our Story Time area, we 
are currently giving out craft kits for the kids to take 
home.  It will resume in person soon, and it will 
take place on Wednesdays at 11:00 AM.

SAVE THE DATE
The Summer Reading Program registration will 
begin May 1st, and the program will start June 1st.  
This year’s theme is “Oceans of Possibilities”!
 
This summer, we will have Wild Man Phil back with 
his animals and reptiles.  Look for more information 
in the coming months.

CRAFT CLUB
Meetings are on Mondays from 5:00 – 7:00 PM in 
the Clubhouse.  For more information contact Betty 
Trollen, (623) 974-9130.

LOCATION
Both the Library and Historical Museum are located 

in Town Square, between Alabama and Youngtown 
Avenue, just west of 112th Avenue.  For additional 
information about the Library or the history of 
Youngtown, please call (623) 974-3401.
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Youngtown Public Library
April 2022

Clubs and Organizations

The Library off ers a large selection 
of books, movies, and the 
following FREE resources:
• FREE WI-FI available Monday - Friday, 
   inside and outside of the library

• FREE DVD rental 

• FREE Tax Forms and Legal Forms

• FREE Career Information

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Meets in the Youngtown Library 
Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every Other Month on the 3rd Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Teresa Felton – 760-415-5446

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless otherwise noted. 
If you are interested please contact the board members.
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News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

Spring is here!  We 
are so blessed to be 
in Arizona, espe-

cially in our area, to enjoy 
the cool and sunny after-
noons to get out and enjoy 
our freedoms and safety 
in Youngtown!  Let’s take 
a moment and say thanks 
to all who provide us with 
this opportunity! Especial-
ly those who have provid-
ed an area for our Citizens’ 
Dog Park!

As we all know, the 
much-needed rain has 
placed a challenge on 
Youngtown’s landscaping 
company. They are aware, 
as are the dog park pet 
owners, about the nasty 
weeds that are popping up 
– some with stickers.  We 
apologize for the inconve-
nience however; rest as-
sured that staff is working 
with our landscape com-
pany to have this issue 
addressed.  Please refrain 
from negative comments 
about staff and please 
address your concerns 
and positive suggestions 
to any dog park commit-
tee member.  Remember, 
Youngtown has 8 small 
public parks in our small 
compact area.

With Spring plantings, 
yard maintenance and 

adding personality to your 
own backyard, please be 
aware of the following tox-
ic plants for pets:

*Azaleas, castor beans, 
day lilies, lily of the valley, 

mountain laurel, oleander, 
sago palms, yesterday to-
day and tomorrow, and 
yew.

Youngtown offi ces are 
now open and this means 

meetings will again be in 
person.  We all endured 
telephonic meetings and 
cancellations of group 
gatherings.  But I for one, 
like many others, miss the 

socialization.  We dog park 
attendees are grateful that 
the dog park remained 
opened to let all gather 
with others and their furry 
friends!  Our furry friends 

forced us to get out and 
exercise!

The next in-person Cit-
izens’ Dog Park meetings 
will be Saturday, March 
19th and April 23rd. The 
April 16th meeting was 
rescheduled due to Easter 
weekend.  Saturday, May 
21st, the meeting will be 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Young-
town Clubhouse.  We hope 
you will join us!

Another board mem-
ber will be selected to re-
place our past cochair Tim 
Ayres.  We welcome all 
Youngtown residents and 
others to join the commit-
tee! Positive suggestions 
are welcome as we all pre-
pare to add shade and oth-
er amenities to the park.  

We hope you enjoy these 
articles to keep you up-to-
date on dog park happen-
ings that are brought to 
you by me and Council 
Woman Susan Hout!  I re-
ally appreciate her help! 
If there is something you 
would like us to address, 
please contact one of us! 

Photo courtesy of Mar-
garet’s niece of her dog Ri-
ley!  Riley loves sticks, no 
matter how big!

Let’s Play!
Article written by Councilmem-

ber Margaret Chittenden

Huskies letting all know 
they are here!

April 18

Riley loves sticks, no matter how big.

Visitors mingle while 
they keep an eye on each 
other’s furry friends.

Owners/dogs gathered 
at most important table 
enjoying a grand morning.

While some dogs having 
their own meeting!
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Spring is High Weed Season 
for Enforcement

Spring is here, which 
means the town’s two code 
enforcement offi cers are out in 
full force to address seasonal 
violations.

The code enforcement 
division has opened numerous 
cases in the past couple of 
weeks for high grass and 
weeds. This is typical for this 
time of the year and you’ll 
see that increase rapidly if 
we get any rain. The Town 
of Youngtown considers any 
grass over 6 inches or any 
weeds to be within violation 
according to Chapter 8 of the 
Code.

In addition to getting the 
noxious weeds and grass issues 
dealt with, code enforcement 
is responsible for investigating 
who is responsible for the 
vacant property in hopes 
of obtaining voluntary 
compliance.  If voluntary 
compliance is not obtained, 
the town could ultimately 

have the property abated and 
a lien assessment applied. 

Although most violations 
are addressed without further 
action here in Youngtown, 
some cases call for a fi ne to be 
issued.

There are many reasons for 
controlling the height of grass 
and having weeds removed. 
It preserves the value of the 
home and beautifi es the Town; 
it also contributes greatly to 
the health and safety of you 
and your neighbors. This can 
cut down on the problems for 
allergy sufferers too. 

Please contact the Code 
Enforcement Division at 
623.933.8286 if you are aware 
of a vacant home in your 
neighborhood. 

Please continue to correct 
possible violations on your 
property. Code Enforcement is 
actively leaving educational 
information and will issue 
notices where violations exist. 

Graffi ti
Graffi ti can appear virtually anywhere, especially 

schools, parks and other areas where individuals feel 
they will not be caught. Graffi ti is a destructive crime 
that victimizes communities by creating blight and 
inviting additional criminal activity.  When graffi ti is 
identifi ed in your area contact the Maricopa County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce to fi le a report at 602-876-1011 or call 
9-1-1- if the graffi ti is in process. 

The deputy can initiate a report including a 
comprehensive description on the graffi ti, paint 
color(s), names, numbers or symbols. Photographs of 
the graffi ti are taken to be used as evidence in the 
event the responsible person is apprehended.  Once 
the Sheriff ’s report has been fi led, please call Code 
Enforcement at 623-933-8286.  It is the responsibility 
of the owner to remove the graffi ti from their 
property within 48 hours. Removing the graffi ti as 
quickly as possible makes it less rewarding for the 
perpetrators. Please contact Code Enforcement for 
additional information at 623.933.8286.

Thank you in advance for your support and 
cooperation in protecting your neighborhood 
and community from blighting and deteriorating 
conditions that have a negative impact on area 
property values and quality-of-life considerations.



Spring is in full bloom!  
Get out and enjoy the 
weather if you are able, 
because before too long, 
the summer heat will 

arrive. One thing that we 
can most defi nitely count 
on in the Sonoran Desert is 
the summer heat. Think it 
will be a hot summer? Most 
defi nitely!

Agua Fria River: The 
Town will be removing all 
the trees in the Agua Fria 
River bottom. The area has 
become very overgrown 
over the past few decades. 
Intentional built fi res have 
been observed in the river 
bottom. Removal of the 
trees, will remove the 
ability to build camps or 

shelters under trees, as 
has been observed, and 
the subsequent practice of 
building fi res. Removal of 
the trees reduces the risk 
of fi res spreading to nearby 
homes. 

Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention:  The Town has 
several storm drains that 
drain storm water into the 
Agua Fria River. In order 
to prevent contamination 
to downstream rivers, 
the Town has in place a 
Storm Water Management 
Program. Residents need 

to be aware that it is illegal 
to dump pollutants down 
a storm drain. A pollutant 
is any solid, liquid, gas 
or other substance that 
can alter the physical 
or chemical properties 
of water including, but 
not limited to fertilizers, 
solvents, sludge, petroleum 
and petroleum products, 
solid waste, garbage, 
biological materials, 
radioactive materials, sand, 
dirt, animal waste, acids 
and bases. Civil and criminal 
penalties can be assessed 
to any person who willfully 

or negligently violates 
the laws and regulations 
pertaining to storm water 
drainage. Our goal is to 
allow only rain water to 
fl ow down the storm water 
drains. Storm water runoff 
will pick up pollutants and 
fl ow these pollutants into 
the storm drains. Residents 
and businesses can help 
to prevent storm water 
pollution runoff by using 
fertilizers sparingly and 
sweeping up driveways 
and sidewalks. Never dump 
anything down a storm 
drain. Vegetate bare spots 

in your yard. Compost 
your yard waste. Follow 
the label information on 
pesticides. Take your car 
to the carwash instead of 
washing it in the driveway. 
Check your car for leaks 
and recycle your motor 
oil. Pick up after your pet. 
Remember, only rain down 
the storm drain. Brochures 
and informational resources 
are available on the Town 
website, in the library and 
the lobby in Town Hall for 
residents to learn more 
about how to prevent
storm water pollution.
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In The Works 
April 2022

Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.

We are here for your 
wellness needs.  We 
loan durable medical 
equipment at NO 
CHARGE for up to 4 
MONTHS.  We have 
many items available….
wheelchairs, walkers, 
bath chairs, tub transfer 
benches, and crutches, 
just to name a few.

We work hard to keep 
our doors open to serve 
clients in Youngtown, 
El Mirage, Peoria and 
Surprise.  We can offer 
these services at no 
charge but rely on cash 
donations and grants 
from our clients and the 
communities we serve.

Another way to 

assist us AND no cost 
to you is to choose the 
Youngtown Community 
Fund as your charity 

through Fry’s or Amazon
Smile.  This does not
affect your gas points
but helps us each time
you spend money at
Fry’s or Amazon Smile.

One comment from
a happy client “We
couldn’t have made it
through this without
your kindness of loaning
us the things we needed.
Thank you!”

We are located at
11215-A W Nevada Ave
in Youngtown.  Our
hours are 9-1 Monday
through Saturday.  Our
phone number is 623-
977-4661.  We look
forward to helping you
when you need us.

Youngtown 
Community Fund
Medical Lending Center
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In the fall of 2019, the 
Youngtown Council 
approved the “Youngtown 

2025 Parks, Open Space, Trails 
and Recreation Master Plan”. The 
Master takes into consideration 
existing parks, park facilities, 
regional park and future park 
planning areas for recreational 
development in the community.

The fi rst Phase of the Regional 
Park plan is the Hike and Bike 
Trail system that will run from W. 
Peoria Ave. to W. Grand Ave.  

The Community Development 
department will be seeking 
assistance for the trail design 
and its location from a design 
professional. Once the design 
is completed and submitted 
to Town Council for approval, 
construction should start in the 
fall of next year.

Please contact staff listed below 
if you have any questions on this 
very exciting project!

Your participation is crucial to 
our success!

Contacts: 
Nicole Smart at (623) 933-8286 or 
e-mail:
nsmart@youngtownaz.org
Gregory Arrington at (623) 933-
8286 or e-mail:
garringtont@youngtownaz.org

Youngtown moves forward with 
Phase I of its Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan-Regional Park

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.
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